
 
 

Press Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                                  Contact: Andrew Ratner (410) 767-4544 
                                                                                                                                                                 Cell (410) 340-7230    
September 20, 2012                                                                                           John Coleman (410) 767-4614 

 
Maryland Sustainable Growth Commission to create 

recognition for smart growth and sustainability 
Award nominations requested by November 9, 2012 

 

BALTIMORE, MD – The Maryland Sustainable Growth Awards are being launched to bring recognition to 

people, projects and programs that enhance smart growth and sustainability in the state. The awards are 

being judged by the Maryland Sustainable Growth Commission. The commission will announce the 

recipients in February 2013. 

The commission advises the Governor, state agencies and the General Assembly on the progress of 

state, regional and local planning to achieve the goals of the economic growth, resource protection and 

planning policy in Maryland. The legislature created the commission in 2010 as a diverse and critically-

minded sounding board with a diverse set of stakeholders from across Maryland representing private 

industry, agriculture, environmental advocacy, academia and state and local governments. 

 

“The intent of these awards is to help shed light on some of the exemplary work going on in Maryland to 

focus new growth in existing communities, to preserve sustainable places and to conserve Maryland’s 

rural and natural resource lands,” said Growth Commission Chairman Jon M. Laria. 

 

Awards are being presented in three areas: 

 Leadership and service 

 Smart growth communities for public and private-sector projects or activities that improve the 

economy, environment or the quality of life. 

 Preservation and Conservation for the work of individuals or entities to protect or improve farms, 

forests, natural resources and the waters of Maryland. 

 

The commission’s award committee will also assess how the programs and projects, whether private or 

public, have helped further the 12 “Planning Visions” that the General Assembly approved as part of the 

Smart, Green & Growing legislation of 2009. The activity or service must have been completed within the 

last two years or be ongoing. Nominations may be made by project sponsors or by others on their behalf. 

The application form for the Maryland Sustainable Growth Awards can be downloaded at the Sustainable 

Growth Commission page on the Maryland Department of Planning web site. It can also be requested by 

contacting Arabia Davis of the Maryland Department of Planning, 301 West Preston Street, Suite 1101, 

Baltimore, Maryland, 21201, and (410) 767-1401 or at adavis@mdp.state.md.us 
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